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By Camp Bag /E-Mail

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi - 110 001.

No.48 /Comp/4/2015/ 3/2 Dated :- 09.10.2015

ietverg
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1. The Chief Electoral Officer of
Bihar. & o

2 All District Election Officers of
oL M L/7 Bihar State (through CEQ).
49\1/ 3. All Returning Officers of Bihar (through CEO)
~

M (@ U;) ubject :-General Election to Legislative Assémbly of Bihar-2015 — Use of Genesys
( Application for Dissemination of Trenis & Results of Counting — regarding,
Sir,

(P\’.‘ S am directed to state that Genesys Application is to be used for dissemination of

clarity: -

On every counting centre, there should be atleast | desktop computer Jor Genesys
purposes per Assembly constituency with internet connection [preferably with g second
internet-connected computer as a backup]. The minimum configurations of these desktops
should be

* Hardware: Minimum Pentium P4, 2GB RAM, foolproof power back-up/UPS etc.

* Software: Minimum Windows XP, service pack 2{Windows 2007 if possible]. There

‘%. should be DOT ner Jramework 3.5 and Crystal report runtime(32/64 bit) installed on

it [free download of both are available ]

2. The Genesys application software can be downloaded from htt /eciofficers.nic.in or
by clicking on the link  “Election Commission Officer’s page” on ECI website
http://www.eci.nic.in directly by the ROs, and DEOs using the Usernames and original
Passwords sent to the CEO, vide the email from genesys@eci.gov.in

They can download this application software from 06.11.2015 from the link General
Election to Legislative Asscmbly Bihar-2015 in ECI website http;/www.eci.nic.in.

Login facility to the Genesys Counting Application will be made available only at
07:45 A.M. on the day of Counting i.e. 08.11.2015.

3. Since Genesys is not a counting application, but only a trend and result
dissemination application software, it is clarified that the siatutory process of counting

of votes and declaration of resul¢ by the Returning Officer is independent, repeat
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INDEPENDENT, of any data entry under the Genesys application. It is furtner mauc
clear that the data entry in the Genesys application should only be made after the
Returning Officer and/ or Observer has signed the statutory form and made the
required anhouncement etc. relating to counting of votes after every round of counting
and also after declaration of results. The declaration of result should not be delayed on
any ground like non-wofking of Genesys application, pendency in data entry etc.
GENESYS application software is only for dissemination of information. The statutory
process of counting and/ or ‘declaration of results/ trends must NOT be withheld
because of any problem in GENESYS application or pendency of data entry.

However, at this point, it is also made clear that data entry under the Genesys.
Application must not be delayed after the statutory tkfon*ns have been filled and signed by the
RO/ Observer, and the necessary announcements/ declarations have been duly made. This is
necessary in light of the fact that the trends & results of counting which become available for
public view on the internet under the Genesys Application become available only after data
entry under Genesys Application gets done.

4. This may kindly be brought to the immediate notice of all concerned including all
DEOs & ROs for timely action. Strict compliance may please be ensured. The Observers,

candidates and political parties may also be informed in this regard.

Yours faithfully,

\ EGod]_,

(I.C. GOEL)
UNDER SECRETARY

i



By Camp Bag
ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110 001,

No.485/Comp/4/2015 Dated :- 09.10.2013
To. W’ AGQCQA- CEo (ﬂ KC)
» The Chief Electoral Officer.
Bhiar, Patna ,

. o y
Subject:- Up-loading of data in Genesys Pre-Counting Application. t%/”\ g‘g ila )\—’ ‘ '

Sir., —

In supersession of the Commission’s earlier instructions on the above subject. the

following instructions are being issued for strict compliance: - r(\ 7{, W&

The data entry of details of nominations filed in context of the General Election to

Bihar Legislative Asembly-2015 shall be done on daily basis in the relevant module of the

Genesys Pre-Counting Application.

—

L D03 (data of Electors and Polling Stations) on daily basis and finalize within 2 days of
the fast day of filing of nominations by Returning Officers. —

2. AQ1 (data of Nomination Summary) on daily basis and finalize by ROs within 2 days
of the date of withdrawal of candidature.

3 A02 (data of Contesting Candidates) on daily basis and finalize by ROs within 2 days
of the withdrawal of candidature.

4. Further, it must be ensured that the final list of candidates - as it would appear in the

list of contesting candidate (Form 7A) and in Ballot Papers (to be affixed on the Balloting
Units of the EVMs) -~ should be made available under Genesys through finalization by
clicking on the ‘Finalize® Button under the Pre-Counting Genesys Application.  The
finalization in the Genesys application should be done within fixed time hHmit afier
withdrawal of candidature is over and the list of contesting candidates is ready.

It may Kindly be ensured that all data filled under Genesys is absolutely correct.
complete and timely entered. You are requested to send a certificate about the correetness of
data in genesis.nic.in to the Scecretary in charge of the State and a copy to the Secretary.
Computer Division in the Commission.

All the Returning Otficers may be instructed to take necessary action accordingly.

Yours faithfully.

(LC. GOE I )
UNDER SECRETARY



ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road. New Delhi-110001

To

No. 470/INST/2014-EPS

The Chief Electoral Officers
of all States and UTs.

Sir/Madam,

The Commission has received certain doubts/questions from CEOs/ROs during the Video

Dated: 10" May, 2014

Sub:  Counting of votes for General/Bye-elections to the House of People/State Legislative
Assembly — Clarifications regarding.

Conference on counting process held on 09.05.2014. The doubts expressed and clarification on

each of the issues is given below for facility of reference by all concerned:

S.No.

Doubts/Questions

Clarifications

I.

The round-wise tabulation is to he
signed by the Observer as well as
the RO. In addition, the observer
has to randomly cross check the
correctness of counting by randomly
selecting two EVMs and counting
votes in them. Who will cross check
the correctness of counting and sign
round-wise tabulation of those
counting halls where the observer in
not present, in the case counting is

being taken place in more than one
hall?

The intention behind randomly selection of
two EVMSs and counting votes in these EVMs
in evéry round, is to crosscheck the correctness
of counting and to ascertain once again
counting of votes polled by each candidate,
before  countersigning  the  round-wise
tabulation. For this purpose, the mirco-
observers/ additional staff prepare the format

and bring the same for signing of Observer.

The Commission has considered the matter
and has decided that in case the observer is
allotted to look after counting in more than one
hall/AC, the mirco-observers attached to the
observer in each hall and who are preparing
the round-wise tabulation format of randomly
selected two EVMs, may be authorized 10

crosscheck the randomly selected EVMs and




sign the round-wise tabulation format on
behalt of the observers in their absence. The
Observer will countersign the same thereafter

immediately.

=

CEOs and ROs have

requested to allow counting of

Some

postal ballot papers in separate halls
/ enclosures / areas considering the
large numbers of PBs being
received and over-crowding of halls
due to presence of candidates, their
agents, counting staff, RO/ARO,
observers, etc. during the counting

of PBs.

As per ECI norms, ideally not more than 500
PBs are to be counted on RO’s table. In case of
large number of PBs, the ROs can put more
than 4 tables for counting of PB subject to

availability of space in the counting halls.

The Commission has considered the matter
and has decided that, in such peculiar
scenarios, if there is shortage of space for
keeping more than 3 or 4 tables and the
number of PBs received is very high, the RO
can make arrangement for a separate hall
adjacent to counting hall for counting of postal

ballot papers.

This may be brought to the notice of all concerned accordingly

Yours faithfully,
/

A'". I R
s Lt
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(SUMI'PMUKHERJEE)
SECRETARY




ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001
- Dated:- 10" May, 2014

To
The Chief Electoral Officers,
of all States/U'l's.

Sub: Counting of Votes with regard to General Election to Lok Sabha, 2014 and State
Legislative Assembly Election, 2014-Supply of Photocopy of round wise tabulation
sheet to each candidate or his/her election agent—regarding.

Sir/Madam,

[ am directed to refer to para 10.5 of the Commission’s letter of even no. dated
30.04.2014 which interalia provides that “ The Observer and the Returning Officer will sign the
candidate wise results for that round after checking everything and ensure that the results of that
round of counting of votes are immediately displayed prominently on the blackboard/whiteboard.
It should also be announced through public address system. A copy of the round’s result should
be shared with all candidates / agents after completion of that round. A copy of the print out
should be given to media room for information of press and another copy to communication

room for uploading on GENESYS.”

In this regard, the Commission has further clarified that a photo copy of the round
wise tabulation sheet, after it is verified and signed by the Returning Officer and the
Observer, should also be supplied to each candidate or his /her election agent or his / her
principal counting agent present in the counting hall, against proper acknowledgement

from him / her.

This may be brought to the notice of all concerned.

Yours ’faithfully,
(SUMIT MUKHERJEE)
SECRETARY



ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001

Dated:- 10™ May, 2014

No. 470/INST/2014-EPS
To
The Chief Electoral Officers,
of all States/UTs.

Sub: Counting of Votes with regard to General Election to Lok Sabha, 2014 and State
Legislative Assembly Election, 2014 —Supply of Photocopy of round wise tabulation
sheet to each candidate or his/her election agent — regarding.

Sir/Madam,

I am directed to refer to para 10.5 of the Commission’s letter of even no. dated
30.04.2014 which interalia provides that “ The Observer and the Returning Officer will sign the
candidate wise results for that round after checking everything and ensure that the results of that
round of counting of votes are immediately displayed prominently on the blackboard/whiteboard.
It should also be announced through public address system. A copy of the round’s result should
be shared with all candidates / agents after completion of that round. A copy of the print out
should be given to media room for information of press and another copy to communication
room for uploading on GENESYS.” In this regard, the Commission has further clarified that a
photo copy of the round wise tabulation sheet, after it is verified and signed by the Returning
Officer and the Observer, should also be supplied to each candidate or his /her election agent or
his / her principal counting agent present in the counting hall, against proper acknowledgement

from him / her.

This may be brought to the notice of all concerned.

Yours faithfully,

(SUMI% MUKHERJEE)
SECRETARY




ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001
No. 464/INST/2014-EPS Dated:- 10" May, 2014

To

The Chief Electoral Officer
of all States /UTs.

Sub:- General Election to Lok Sabha , 2014 Appointment of counting agent to
watch the proceeding at RO/ARO table - reg.

Sir/Madam,

I am directed to refer to the subject cited and to invite your attention to Para
15.12 {Counting Agents of Candidates) of Chapter XV (Counting of Votes) of RO
Handbook which specifics that each candidate should be allowed to appoint as many
counting agents as there are counting tables and one more to watch the proceedings of
counting at the Returning Officer’s table / ARO’s table.

This may be brought to the notice of all concerned.

Yours faithfully,

£ Y po—

L

(Sumit Mukherjee)
Secretary



ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001
No. 464/INST/2014-EPS | Dated:- 10" May. 2014

To

The Chief Electoral officer
of all States / UTs.

Sub:-Consolidated Instruction on Counting of Votes and other interlinked
instructions of ECI on counting - reg.

Sir/Madam,

During the ECI video conference w.r.t. consolidated instruction issued vide
letter of even no. dated 30.05.2014 on counting of votes, clarification on applicability
of Commission’s instruction no. 464/INST/2009/EPS dated 9™ May, 2009 regarding
allowing the contesting candidate in counting hall was sought. In this connection, it is
conveyed that Commission’s letter No. 464/INST/2009/EPS dated 9 May, 2009 is
still operational and applicable. The content of the letter dated 09.05.2014 is reiterated
as under:

“In continuation of the Commission’s earlier letter Nos. 464/INST/2008/EPS
dated 25.04.2009 and 28.04.2009 on the above subject, I am directed to state that as
per the provisions of Section 50 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, a
contesting candidate (whether he is a sitting MP/MLA/MLC) has a right to be present
in the Counting Hall in addition to Counting Agents. They shall be permitted with a
stipulation that security persons with arms should not get into counting hall. Such
candidates should be asked to give an undertaking that they are surrendering their
security on their own voluntarily to sit in the counting hall. The only exception shall
be in the case of SPG protectees or other similarly placed persons who can be
permitted to be accompanied only with one SPG personnel in plain clothes.”

Yours faithfully,

( Sumitﬁukhexjee)
Secretary



ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001
No. 464 /INST/2014/EPS Dated:- 9t May, 2014

To
The Chief Electoral Officers,
of all States/UTs.

Sub: Appointment of Counting Agent - Clarification regarding.

Ref: (i) Commission’s letter No. 464 /INST-2014/EPS dated 08.05.2014;
(ii) Commission’s letter No. 464/INST/2014/EPS dated 01.04.2014;
(iii) Commission’s letter No. 464/INST/2009/EPS dated 28.04.2009.

Sir/Madam,
I am directed to refer to the Commission’s Instructions referred to above on the
subject cited, and to state that certain clarifications have been sought as to who can be a

appointed as Counting Agent of a candidate during an election.

2. It is stated here that the law does not prescribe any specific qualifications for
persons to be appointed as counting agents. However, the candidates are advised to
appoint mature persons who are above 18 years as their counting agents so that their

interests are properly watched.

3 Since security personnel are not allowed to enter the counting hall as per
standing instructions of the Election Commission, no sitting Minister either of Union
Government or of a State Government, sitting Member of Parliament, sitting Member of
Legislative Assembly/Legislative Council or any other person having security cover
provided by the State (both Union and State Govts.) will be allowed to act as Election
Agent, Polling Agent or Counting Agent of any candidate during an election. Also no
person having security cover will be allowed to surrender his security cover to act as
such agent of a candidate during an election. He cannot enter the counting hall along

with his security personnel; his security cannot be put to jeopardy by allowing him to
enter the hall without any security cover.

4, To eliminate any doubt, it is clarified that the following persons cannot be
appointed as Counting Agent of a candidate during an election :



(i) Any sitting Minister of Union Government,

(i) Any sitting Minister of a State Government,

(iii) Sitting Member of Parliament,

@iv) Sitting Member of Legislative Assembly/Legislative Council,

(v) Chief/Head/Chairperson of Urban Local Bodies, viz., Méyor of a Corporation,
Chairperson of Municipality/ Nagar Panchayat,

(vi) Chairperson of District Level Zila Parishad/Block Level Panchayat Samiti,

(vii) Elected Chairpersons of National/State/District co-operative institutions,

(viii) Political functionaries appointed as Chairpersons of Central PSUs/State PSUs,

Chairperson of Government bodies, Government Pleader/Additional Govt,

Pleader,

(ix) Any Government servant.

5. In addition to the above, the Commission has received a reference as to whether
only local persons, who are residents of the constituency, shall only be permitted to become
counting agents for the counting of votes. In this connection, it is clarified that as per law and
the existing instructions of the Commission, there is no such restriction that only local persons
shall be permitted to become counting agents for the counting of votes. The candidate is free to

nominate any person above 18 years as their counting agents so that their interests are
properly watched.

6. This may be brought to the notice of all concerned including the
ROs/AROs/candidates and observers, etc.

Youys faithfully,

(SGMIT MUKHERJEE)
- SECRETARY



ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No.470/INST/2014-EPS Dated 8% May, 2014.

To
The Chief Electoral Officers of
All States and Union Territories.

Subject:- Counting of votes for General / Bye-elections to the House of the People/ State
Legislative Assemblies - clarifications - regarding.

Sir/Madam,

I am directed to say that certain doubts / clarifications have been raised in the context of
the comprehensive instructions issued on 30/4/2014 for counting of votes polled in EVM and
Postal Ballot Paper by various CEOs/participants who attended the training on the subject matter
arranged at HHIDEM on 1%, 2nd, 5t & 6t May, 2014.

2. The following clarifications are issued in order to ensure that the counting procedure is
followed without any confusion by the officials entrusted with the job. The doubts expressed and

clarification on each of the issues is given below for facility of reference by all concerned:-

Sl.No.

Doubts/questions

Clarifications

1

Whether councilors, sarpanch, ward members
and other local body chieffhead can be
appointed as counting agents.

There is no prohibition to their
appointment as counting agents
subject to the condition that they are
not provided security by the Govt.

At what stage of recounting of votes in EVM or
of VVPAT slips should be done, after the
particular round is over or after all the rounds
are completed?

After all the rounds are completed,

The counting of PB is to be taken up first and
after half an hour, EVM counting can start,
Whether this is necessary only in respect of
counting place where postal ballots are counted

or in all counting places of the Parliamentary
Constituency?

Only in respect of the counting place
where the PBs are counted, the
commencement of counting of votes
polled in EVM can start 30 minutes
after start of PB counting. The
commencement of counting of votes
polled in EVM in respect of other
assembly segments of the PC need
not wait if they are held in different

counting place.

Whether the requirement of deferring the
penultimate round of EVM counting in the event
of PB counting still continuing will be applicable
in all counting places of a Parliamentary
Constituency? Should counting of last round be
withheld in that room {i.e. of that AC segment)
or counting of all the AC segments that is to say
entire PC is to be withheld and recommence
after counting of PB is over.

In such case there is no need to
withhold the counting of votes in
EVM of all the AC segments of PC.
Only counting of votes in EVMs of the
counting place where PB counting is
going on shall be deferred.

—13 ~—




o

Whether the RO and the AROs in-charge of
counting of EVM of assembly segments can be
allowed to carry mobile phones inside the
counting hall?

They can carry mobile phones in
silent mode inside the counting hall.

Can a candidale appoint NRI as his counting
agent?

There is no prohibition in appointing
an NRI who is a citizen of India as
counting agent,

As per the Commission’s instructions on
counting of votes issued on 30% April, 2014
Part-1l of Form 17C, pre-printed with names of
all contesting candidates, is to be supplied to
each counting tahle during each round. What
will happen to the Part-ll of Form 17C which
has been kept with EVMs by the Presiding

Officers after close of Poll?

The first copy of pre-printed Part-Il
of Form 17C should be stapled with
the Part-l kept with the EVM. This
copy will be handed over to the
RO/ARO, as the case may be, after
each round.

Whether the photocopy of carbon copy of Part-
I of Form 17C, signed by the counting agents is
to be signed by RO/ARO?

Being a carbon copy of Part-1l of
Form-17C prepared at the counting
table, this will have the signature of
counting  supervisor and  the
counting agents present at the table.

Whether an application for recounting can be
presented to the ARO in-charge of the counting
place for an assembly segment or before the RO
only?

In the cases where the counting
places are in different locations,
application for re-count in respect of
an assembly segment located in a
place other than the counting place
where the RO is placed can be
presented before the ARO
supervising the counting in that
assembly segment. The concerned
ARO may deal with application for
re-count with the approval of the RO
as it would be difficult for
candidates/agents located in other
counting locations to reach the RQ's
location in time to make application
for re-count.

10

What action is to be taken in case there is
discrepancy in total votes written in Part-1 of
Form 17C and what is displayed on EVM at the
time of counting?

Any discrepancy in the votes
recorded in the EVM and noted in
Part-l of Form 17C has to be
reported to the Commission in the
prescribed format for further order
and the result not to be ascertained
till a clarification is received from the
Commission.

i1

If problem arises with one of the EVMs during
counting of votes. What action should RO take?
Whether announcement of that particular
round is to be withheld or of that EVM only?

The announcement of result for that
round, excluding the EVM which
develops snag, will be made,

12

Some of the ROs had also raised the point
whether counting of postal ballot paper can be
taken in an adjoining hall as that will be
convenient considering that the number of
postal ballot is very large in many cases.

No as existing

instructons

per

—_ -




13

As per ECI norms, ideally not more than 500
PBs are to be counted on Ros table. In such
situation to prevent delay in overall counting
process, can RO make an arrangement for
separate hall adjacent to the hall where EVM
counting is being done, for counting of PBs by
ARO under overall supervision of RO.

The intention behind this instruction
is to ensure that a manageable
number of PB is taken up for
counting in a table at a time. In case
the total number of polled PBs in a
constituency is say between 500 and
700, then the RO need not
necessarily put a second table for
counting of PB and he can count all
the PBs in one table. However, in
case the RO has sufficient space in
the counting hall, then he can put up
another table and distribute the PBs
in both the tables as for as possible
equitably.

Similarly, in case the polled PB in a
constituency is 5000 or more then
the RO can put up more than 4 tables
for counting of PB subject to
availability of space in the counting
halls  vis-3-vis  availability of
sufficient no. of Gazetted Officers
required to function as ARO,
counting supervisor/counting
assistant in each table,

In case there is shortage of space for
keeping more than 3 or 4 tables, then
he can complete the counting by
taking up manageable no. of PBs in
each table at a time and repeating
the same exercise in each table more
than once as per requirement.

Imp:The CEOs are required to assess
their requirement of additional AROs
for PB counting and send their
proposals to the ECI for approval and
issue of Notification.

-y




ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001
No. 470/INST/2014-EPS Dated: 30.04.2014

To
The Chief Electoral Officers
of all States and UTs.

Sub:  Counting of votes for General/Bye-elections to the House of People/State
Legislative Assembly — Counting procedure - regarding.

Sir/Madam,

The Commission has issued various instructions on counting procedure and
identification of counting centres and appointment of Counting Staff / Counting Agents, from
time to time, which have been circulated to all the Chief Electoral Officers. In addition to these,
some of the instructions were also issued during the General Election to State Legislative
Assemblies held in the recent past. These instructions were not circulated all the Chief Electoral
Officers. All these instructions have now been incorporated and consolidated in the enciosed
letters No. 470/INST/2014-EPS dated 30.04.2014 for convenience of all stakeholders. The gist
of these instructions are given below for facility of easy reference :

COUNTING OF POSTAL BALLOT PAPERS (PBs)
Reference No. 470/PB Counting/2013/SDR dated 4t December, 2013

[ On the day previous to the date of counting, the Returning Officer shall meet the observer
and furnish the latest account of the total number of postal ballot papers received back
both from the facilitation centres and those received through post. At the time of
commencement of counting he should also give similar information to the Observer in

respect of postal ballot papers received subsequently and till the time fixed for
commencement of counting on the day of counting.

Il Ideally not more than 500 postal ballots may be counted in one Table

round, Accordingly,

at a time in each
arrange for additional tables, subject to availability of space inside

the counting hall, for counting of votes polled by postal ballot. However, ordinarily not
more than four counting tables may be provided for counting of postal ballot paper. In

P ,\\S-,_




II.

V.

VL

VIL

VI

IX.

each Table for counting of postal ballot there should be an ARO. Thus there will be as
many AROs for counting of postal ballot papers as are the number of Tables provided for

counting of postal ballot. For each such Table, there will be one Counting Supervisor and

two Counting Assistants. The Counting Supervisor and Counting Assistants for the postal
ballot should be Gazetted officers,

Persons involved in postal ballot counting should also be trained about all aspects of

postal ballot counting for which there are already detailed instructions of the

Commission.

RO or one of the AROs shall explain and demonstrate the requirements of a valid
declaration to all the counting supervisors, assistants and the micro observers before the
envelopes of the postal ballot papers are distributed to cach of the counting tables and

actual scrutiny of the declaration by the counting supervisor.

The RO shall ensure that there is no inordinate delay in scrutiny of the declarations by the

AROs and the counting supervisors.

There shall be an additional micro-observer (GOI or CPSU ofticial) for each table for

postal ballot counting.

All the cases of rejection of postal ballot on account of defects in Declaration in Form
13A should be re-verified by the Returning Officer before they are actually put in the

rejected category.

As already instructed in the Handbook for Returning Officers, the penultimate (onc
before the last) round of counting of votes recorded in EVMs shall not commence till the

counting of postal ballot is completed in all respects.

The contesting candidates will be entitled to appoint a counting agent for each Table
provided for counting of postal ballot papers

~1$ -
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The additional measure being put in place to expedite the process of counting of postal
ballot paper by providing additional counting tables in view of the large number of votes
polled by postal ballot may be brought to the notice of contesting candidates in advance

sd that they can also appoint additional counting agents for the extra tables.

The Observer shall very closely oversee the process of counting of votes by postal ballot,
especially the scrutiny of the declaration in Form 13A. While submitting the report on
counting, after declaration of result, the Observer shall include therein a detailed
description of the procedure followed for the postal ballot counting. This should
specifically make a mention about the total number of postal ballot papers received for
counting, no. of PB rejected, no. of tables provided for postal ballot counting and the total

time taken for the counting of PB.

A postal ballot paper shall not be rejected merely on the ground that the attesting officer
has not put his seal on the declaration of the elector in Form 13-A, if the attesting officer
has given all relevant details with regard to his name and designation on that Form.
Further, a postal ballot paper shall also not be rejected on the ground that the sender
(elector) has not put his signature on the outer cover “B” (Form 13C) in which he has

returned the postal ballot paper, if the identity of the sender is verifiable on the basis of
his declaration in Form 13-A.

COMPLETION OF PART Il - RESULT OF COUNTING OF FORM 17C

Sufficient no. of Part - Il of form 17-C (Result of counting) with the names of all the
contesting candidates and NOTA below the name of the last contesting candidate shail
be pre-printed.

The Commission has directed that the Part-1l of Form 17C shall be prepared in duplicate
using carbon paper. And both the copies should be got signed from the counting agents




present. One copy of

computing round wise tally of votes.

This may be brought to the notice of al] concerned.

Enclosure:

1.

2
3
4.
5

No. 470/INST/2014-EPS dated 30.04.2014

- No. 470/INST/2013-EPS dated 30.04.2014

No. 470/PB Counting/2013/SDR dated 4t December, 2013
No. 470/2013/SDR dated 4™ December, 2013
No. 470/2013/SDR dated 4™ December, 2013

the Part-Il of Form 17¢C will be handed over to the RO/ARO for

Yours faithfully,

(SUMIT MUKHERJEE)

SECRETARY






